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Starting early 


Rondell Roberts, BComm 03, lives 
by the credo of giving thanks to those 
who helped along the way 


t’s never too soon to begin 
| giving — that’s the message 

that Rondell Roberts’ father 
ingrained in him throughout his life, 
and it’s one that he has taken to 
heart. Soon after graduating from 
Concordia, Roberts was moved to 
establish a bursary at the university 
for undergraduate students in need in 
the John Molson School of Business 
(JMSB) finance program. 

“Tt was a natural decision to give 
back since it’s because of Concordia 
that I am doing well for myself,” 
Roberts says. “I went through such 
a transition at Concordia — it was a 
real changing point for me.” 

Born and raised in Trinidad and 


“The encouragement and the great teachers | encountered at Concordia 
really inspired me,” says JMSB graduate Rondell Roberts, who has 
initiated a bursary for finance students at Concordia. ; Tobago, Roberts came to Montreal 
with his family when he was 12. His 


father stayed in the Caribbean, and his 
intent was always to return there and 
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life plan changed. He was persuaded 
£ to stay and pursue his studies at 
Your investment in Concordia is vitally important. Your gifts EI Concordia. 
help the univeraity fulfill its academic mission, create scholarships 
and bursaries, support research and help build and maintain 
Concordia’ quality education. 


and accomplishments related to fundraising and volunteerism. 


We hope that you, our donora, find this newaletter both informative 
and entertaining. For more information on donating to Concordia, 
contact the Office of University Advancement & Alumni Relations, i 
(514) 848-2424 ext. 4856, alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 
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Roberts says that until university, he spent more 
time partying than on his learning. “Fun came first,” 
he says, laughing. “But university grew me up fast. 

I set a focus and clear-cut goals for myself; I booked 
university for three years and I was determined to 
study hard and get out.” At Concordia, he became 
somewhat of a bookworm — a transformation that 
surprised his friends, who eventually figured out that 
the new Rondell could always be found in the library. 
The hard work paid off: “When I graduated, things 
just fell into place,” he says. 

Courted by the mutual funds and insurance compa- 
ny Clarica, Roberts soon began there as a financial 
advisor and sales agent. He has had a fast rise, becom- 
ing a manager in just over a year, and is now in charge 
of recruiting and training new advisors. “I was told to 
find clones of myself,” he quips, adding more seriously 
that he hopes Concordia and JMSB graduates will 
feature prominently in this aspect of his job. 

“I guess I’m very proud of Concordia,” Roberts says. 
“I’m very pleased with my time there. My teachers 
inspired me and opened my mind to new ideas. I don’t 
think I would be who I am today if I’d gone anywhere 
else.” 

He says he is delighted to be able to provide a 
bursary for finance students because it is awarded 
not on the basis of exemplary grades, but on need. 

He notes that he arrived at Concordia with mediocre 
grades and initially was refused admission to the 
business school, but switched over after he proved 
himself capable after first year. And he adds, 

“When I was in university, I did not work because 

I was supported in my tuition by my dad, but I know 
that a lot of people who go to Concordia have a finan- 
cial burden. It’s a great way to help and give back.” 
His bursary contribution was matched by Clarica, 
which, like many employers, sponsors matching gift 
programs. Clarica matches contributions made by 
employees to a maximum of $500. 

As for the girl? Roberts and Fadia Chamandy 
graduated together from the JMSB in June 2003 and 
are now married. Both are working towards becoming 
certified financial planners, and both hope to return 
to Concordia to study in the MBA program. @ 


For more information on establishing awards at 
Concordia, contact the Office of University Advancement 
& Alumni Relations, (514) 848-2424, ext. 4856, 
alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 
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Making History 


Keith Lowther’s community-minded activism during 
hia time at Concordia has inspired many who never 
even knew him 


teacher and researcher in the history department, 
Keith Lowther was known for his meticulous 
scholarship, commitment to student politics and 
community activism, and earnest involvement in 
promoting Canada and its future and the rights 
of native peoples, gays and lesbians, and people with 
HIV/AIDS. 

When Lowther died in August 1997 of complications 
related to AIDS, he was well-liked by a very large and 
diverse group. In the years since, memory of Lowther 
has not faded, though — indeed, awareness of his 
caring character has motivated people who never 
even knew him to create an award in his name. 

Edwin Brownell, BA 94, MA oo, first learned of 
Lowther when he joined Concordia’s Graduate History 
Students Association (GHSA) in 1998. Looking to 
organize activities to benefit the university, he and 
fellow graduate student Melanie Fishbane sought 
advice from history professor Rosemarie Schade and 
ultimately chose to raise funds for a fellowship. 
Schade suggested honouring Lowther, who had been 
instrumental in initiating the History in the Making 
conference at Concordia, an annual gathering of histo- 
rians that focuses on ground-breaking and emerging 
areas of study, as well as being involved outside the 
university. “He was an amazing person, the type who 
wanted to serve on every committee at the university,” 
Schade recalls. 

“We decided to use Keith Lowther as the focus of 
our fundraising,” Brownell says. “Much like Professor 
Schade, who would bring people from different walks 
of life into the classroom to show different ways histo- 
ry can be charted, Keith was involved outside of the 
history department and very active in the community. 
He became our inspiration.” 

Over the next four years, Brownell and his band, 
Edwin and the Bedouins, became committed to the 
cause, performing six benefit concerts at the Bar 
Avanti in Montreal’s N.D.G. district to raise $10,000 
for an endowment for the Keith Lowther Graduate 
Award. The funds raised came largely from the N.D.G. 


I n his eight years at Concordia as a PhD student, 


For more information on donating to Concordia, contact the Office of University 
Advancement & Alumni Relations, (514) 848-2424 ext. 4856, alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 
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community, the band’s loyal fan base, bar owner 
Tom Panoutsopoulos, who readily provided a venue 
and remuneration for the band, and the musicians 
(including guest drummer Jerry Mercer of the 
Montreal rock band April Wine), who donated their 


performance pay to the Keith Lowther Graduate Award. 


A $500 award will be given annually to a graduate 


history student who reflects Lowther’s strong academ- 


ic standing and community involvement. “Keith’s 
legacy will be to energize people studying history 

at Concordia to be more socially active within the 
community and apply their understanding of history 
to looking more deeply at the issues of our time,” 
Brownell says. 


Christian Fleury 


ishbane, M 


| professor Rosemarie Schade, Melanie L 
_ celebrate the inauguration of the Keith Lowther Graduate Award. 
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The fundraising effort touched Lowther’s parents, 
George and Gwyn, who traveled to Montreal from their 
home in Trenton, Ont., for three of the concerts. Gwyn 
Lowther also knit two sweaters, which were auctioned 
at the events. “These kids worked so hard to raise this 
money and yet they had never met Keith,” said Gwyn 
Lowther, when interviewed in the spring of 2003. 

“It’s been one of the nicest surprises of my life.”"@ 


For information on establishing awards in honour of 
Apecial individuals who have made a lasting impact at 
Concordia, contact the Office of University Advancement 
& Alumni Relations, (514) 848-2424 ext. 4856, 
alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 
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f6\n both my professional and academic experiences, | have strived to give my best. Driven by an insatiable curiosity, | cherish 
learning and my academic record is a testament to the respect that | have for education. Thank you for your generosity. 99 
— Concordia student and scholarship recipient 
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Special friends 


Concordia graduate students get remarkable support 
from Abe and Harriet Gold 


be and Harriet Gold never went to Concordia. 
A« their strong belief in the value of this 

educational institution has made them among 
the strongest supporters of the university, especially 
appreciated by the growing number of graduate 
students who benefit from their kindness. 

Brought into the fold by Leonard Ellen, a Concordia 
governor emeritus and a continuing advocate for the 
university, the Golds became involved with Concordia 
during the Campaign for a New Millennium (1996-99), 
when they established a $1 million endowment 
funding 10 annual fellowships for master’s and PhD 
students. In 2003, the Golds topped their largesse 
with another endowment, creating the Harriet and 
Abe Gold Scholarship Bank. 

The Gold Bank provides another dozen graduate 
scholarships, each named after exceptional members 
of the Montreal community, including Judy and 
Morris Fish, Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, 
lawyer and dispute resolution expert P. André Gervais, 
Q.C., L BA 54, and the late Bruno Pateras, L BA 54, a 
widely respected Montreal attorney who was dedicated 
to education. The awards funded by the Golds now 
number 22, putting their contributions to the 
university on a par with major corporate donors. 

“Abe Gold has always been generous to a fault, even 
when he was younger and did not have much money,” 
says Ellen. They both share the same alma mater, 
Ellen jokes — the School of Hard Knocks. In fact, 
neither went to university but both enjoy considerable 
self-made success and appreciate the importance of 
education. 

Gold’s formal schooling ended when he was 15 
due to family difficulties, but ambitious, clever and 
entrepreneurial, he would become extremely success- 
ful in business; he became a millionaire by the time 
he was 28, having made a fortune in the garment and 
retail industry. During his career, Gold had business 
interests in Montreal’s Peoples Department Stores, 
the Walker Department Stores and D’Allaird’s clothing 
chain, and was president of Marks & Spencer Canada 
and a director of the Marks & Spencer Company (U.K.) 
from 1972 to 1992. “With his rise to success, all 


Kevin McCarthy 


Abe Gold and Leonard Ellen, at a dinner held in honour of 


the Golds at Frederick Lowy’s house, October 15, 2003. 


his good qualities became even better,” Ellen says. 
“Success did not change him, it improved his lot and 
what he could do for others.” 

Gold has shared his wealth generously with institu- 
tions and community organizations in Montreal, 
Toronto and throughout Europe. Approaching him 
about supporting Concordia was easy, Ellen says. 
“He was very positive about the university and needy 
students and took to the idea immediately.” 

In giving to Concordia and other institutions, 
Gold explains that he simply wants to be able to watch 
his contributions do good, and that his greatest joy 
is witnessing the benefits in action. “You can’t take 
it with you,” he says. Ellen adds, “Abe has been very 
caring all his life, supporting charities and institu- 
tions with very substantial gifts, without looking 
for anything in return.” 

Even so, Abe and Harriet Gold garner heartfelt 
gratitude from the Concordia graduate students 
whose education and budding careers they have 
set in motion. @ 

For more information on donating to Concordia, 
contact the Office of University Advancement & 
Alumni Relations, (514) 848-2424, ext. 4856, 
alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 


6Thank you very much for this scholarship award, and the support it will provide me. It will help me immensely 
in paying off my tuition for the next semester. This award has motivated me, not only to do better academically, 
but also to achieve my personal goals. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 99 
— Concordia student and scholarship recipient 
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